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What is CSS? 

CSS allows you to customize the look and layout of your Omeka exhibition (to 
a point).  It also allows you to make broader, site-wide changes, whereas basic 
html manipulation only affects that specific html.  It also allows you to change 
elements for which you don’t have access to the html. 

Best uses: 
•  Changing color schemes 
•  Changing text and fonts 
•  Moving some items 

Caveats: 
•  Not everything can be changed by CSS. Sometimes, it’s just the theme. 
•  Be mindful of different sized screens.  When possible, look at both a 

desktop and a phone browser to ensure that layout changes are still 
effective on mobile devices. 



How to CSS 

Components: 

Selectors 
•  Points to the specific 

elements  

Properties 
•  Defines an aspect of the 

element 

Values 
•  Adjusts the property 

blockquote { 
width:80%; 
margin-left:8%; 
font-size:16px; 
font-style:italic; 
text-align:justify 
} 

Properties 

Selector 

Value 



Some options of common selectors that are 
useful in Omeka: 

•  h1-h6 [headings] 

•  blockquote [block quotes] 

•  p [paragraphs] 

•  a [links] 

•  body [body text] 

•  img [images] 

Note: These all get paired with equivalent html 
tags, eg. <h2>, <p>, <blockquote>, etc. 

Examples: 
h3 { 
text-align:center; 
font-size:150%; 
font-variant:small-caps 
} 

blockquote { 
width:80%; 
margin-left:8% 
} 

body { 
text-align:justify; 
color:blue 
} 

Basic Selectors 



Three specific kinds of links: 

a:link 
The general link, before it’s been 
clicked 

a:hover 
The link while a cursor is hovering 
over it 

a:active 
The link as it’s being clicked 

a:visited 
The link after it’s been visited 

Examples: 
.autumn a:link { 
color:#CE6C3E 
} 

.autumn a:visited { 
color:#CE6C3E 
} 

.autumn a:hover { 
color:#FFA300 
} 

Links 



Text 
•  color 
•  text-align 

Font	
•  font-family 
•  font-size 
•  font-variant 

Examples: 
p { 
color:red; 
text-align:left; 
font-family:"Times New Roman", Times, 
serif; 
font-size:40px 
} 

h2 { 
font-size:16px; 
color:#ff0000; 
text-align:center 
} 

p { 
color:rgb(255,0,0); 
text-align:right; 
font-variant:small-caps 
} 

Text & Font 



Margins (space outside the border) 
•  margin [generic tag] 
•  Generic margin can be followed by –top, -

right, -bottom, & -left 

Padding (space inside the border) 
•  padding [generic tag] 
•  Generic padding can be followed by –top, -

right, -bottom, & -left 

Using generic tag: 
•  Four values, in this order: top, right, bottom, 

left 
•  Three values: top, right & left, bottom 
•  Two volumes: top & bottom, right & left 

Notes: Can use values in pixels (px) or percentages 
(%) 

Examples: 
blockquote { 
margin-top:10px; 
margin-right:5px; 
margin-bottom:10px; 
margin-left:5px 
} 

h2 { 
padding-top:6px; 
padding-right:4px; 
padding-bottom:8px; 
padding-left:4px 
} 

p { 
margin:10px 5px; 
padding:6px 4px 8px 
} 

Margins & Padding 



Finding Element Information: 
Browser 1 (Firefox)	



Finding Element Information: 
Browser 1 (Firefox) 



Finding Element Information: 
Browser 2 (Chrome) 



Finding Element Information: 
Browser 2 (Chrome) 





The Goal: 
Make the image pale when the cursor 
hovers over it 

The CSS: 
#home table img:hover { 
opacity:.5 
} 

The HTML (simplified): 
<center> 
<table width=“85%” border=“0”> 
<tbody> 
<tr> 
<td><span title=“Explore the 
tropes”><img src=“imagelink.jpg”></
span></td> 
… 
</tr> 
</tbody> 
</table> 
</center> 



The Goal: 
Left justify the element titles 
and change the spacing 

The CSS: 
.items.show h3 { 
text-align:left; 
margin-bottom:5px; 
margin-top:10px 
} 

Before CSS: 

After CSS: 



Before CSS: 

After CSS: 

The Goal: 
Move the search box so it doesn’t 
land on top of the site title 

The CSS: 
#search-container { 
position:absolute; 
display:block; 
top:0; 
right:0; 
padding-top:0; 
padding-bottom:1%; 
margin-right:0; 
margin-top:0; 
margin-bottom:0; 
float:right; 
width:100%; 
height:45px; 
background:#404040 none repeat 
scroll 
} 

#search-form { 
position:relative; 
width:32%; 
float:right; 
margin-top:1%; 
margin-right:1% 
} 



CSS References 
Text 
http://www.w3schools.com/css/css_text.asp 

Font 
http://www.w3schools.com/css/css_font.asp 

Margin 
http://www.w3schools.com/css/css_margin.asp 

Padding  
http://www.w3schools.com/css/css_padding.asp 

Links 
http://www.w3schools.com/css/css_link.asp 


